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[ HAVE 100 CHILDREN

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your

paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

[ am the mother of 2 beautiful and
healthy children whom [ love with all
my heart. [ love being a mother so
much that I prayed for another baby
and my husband and I tried for many
years. Four times, I thought God was
answering my prayers but four times,
God told me, “No.”

Each loss left me in despair and I
went through a dark time in my life.
Why had God denied me this wish?
[ hadn’ t asked for more money or a
bigger house or a more powerful job.
[ simply yearned for the gift of an-
other innocent and precious life that
[ could nourish, raise and love. Had
[ been too selfish or sinful? Try as
[ might I couldn’ t understand God’s
refusal. My heart ached for the child
[ could not have and I felt a great
emptiness inside. What had I done to
deserve this sadness? Was God giv-
ing up on me? What was His plan?
God gave me no answers.

Then last year, [ became the director
of the Sunflower Children’s Group. [
accepted the role with much hesita-
tion and worry since I work full-time
and did not think I could handle such
a big responsibility. I tried to refuse

but God’s calling was so strong that
I had no choice but to accept. 1 was
still blind as to His intentions but I
put my trust in Him.

It has only been in the past year
that He has revealed this to me: that
all along, He has had a plan for me.
You see, instead of giving me 1 more
child, God has given me 100.

They are not my children by blood,
yet they are my children by Jesus
Christ. I don’t get to see them
every day, but every Sunday, they fill
me with God’s grace and my heart
nearly bursts with joy!

I know now that God didn’ t give me
a 3rd child because He wanted to
give me the children of Sunflower.
If T had become a mother of 3, I
could not have become a Sunflower
teacher and I would not be in this
position. ~ So it is with deep joy and
gratitude that I serve Sunflower Chil-
dren’s Group. The 100 children and
the 20 teachers of Sunflower have
become my family in Christ. And I
finally know that God has answered
my prayers.

o] 2% A} (Eunice Lee)

Prayer: Gracious and Wise God, thank you for always providing for me.
| know that you will never forsake me and you will always- guide
me. Though | may not always understand, | will always trust you

and put my faith in you.
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SPLEO] AL BAE NS

The next time you feel like God can’t use
you, remember the following people:
SpbEZAA Bals 24 4 gltkal LA,
5] AFRES 79stA L

NOAH was a drunk....

ol 39 Aol

ABRAHAM was too old...

ofHEEhe: YN =4yl

ISAAC was a daydreamer....
o2 FATIAL..

LEAH was ugly...
glob= %*Ji%%‘}il..

JOSEPH was abused...
Ale s sk
MOSES couldn’ t talk.
ZAE e A EgAL.
GIDEON was afraid....
71E2S FHYda.

SAMPSON had long hair
& was a womanizer
AL 71 Hele wlghgelaa

RAHAB was a prostitute
2k 71010

JEREMIAH and TIMOTHY were too young...

d#Hote} Hrbe UF g3l

DAVID had an affair & was a murderer...
Thle 7h8sla AReletgA L.

ELIJAH was suicidal.
Aeloks A3k -3 AT

ISAIAH preached naked.
oJAtokE AW AL

JONAH ran from God.
e s T3

NAOMI was a widow.
BT

JOB went bankrupt.

12 Iketda

JOHN the Baptist ate bugs...
Al g5k HyE Holal..

A =
PETER denied Christ...
HEZE J8AES FRIs¥a

=g

THE DISCIPLES fell asleep O\;/hﬂe praying...
=97

AANEL 7|58t o] ST

MARTHA worried about everything.
20 B gl s 248k

MARY MAGDALENE was demon possessed...
mreke} phejobs FlAlo] AHNT
The SAMARITAN WOMAN was divorced..

Aptejole] oL olEHY L., IAE B
Hol 4.

ZACCHEUS was too small.
27 QE 77F LR Atk

PAUL was too religious...
-2 YF EHE0Ia.

TIMOTHY had an ulcer....
HRE= Aol AL

AND LAZARUS WAS DEAD!!
AR St

oA T o4l BAE glgruich

JReE Eeia.. Jsle] shubdel whg
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We are called to love our God.

“After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals | am not

worthy to stoop down and untie.” (Mark 1.7)

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is
like a hidden treasure given to
us to seek, find, then engrave
within our hearts, solidify in
our minds and souls, the truth,
which has the power to trans-
form lives.-- I can go on and
on but ultimately, I believe, the
Gospel is about love, to love
with the love that wehave been
loved with. We are called to
love our God, to love our neigh-
bors and to love ourselves. And
that is why maybe we are do-
ing this.

Putting my QT down in writing
is hard for me, because when I
am reflecting on His words in
private, quiet places, His spirit
is just felt, and I know it to be
true--- but like most important
experiences in life, it is hard to
explain in words but I will try.

I understand the sentiment of
this verse. It reminds me of
another character in the Book
of Mark, someone I can relate
to: a woman with an alabaster
jar of expensive perfume who
broke the jar and poured the
perfume on Jesus’ head. [ as-

pire to be like her, first, be-
cause she was a woman, second,
because when she met Jesus,
she recognized who He was, the
holy and anointed Son of God,
her Savior and our Christ Jesus.
[ pray and hope that I would
recognize Him, not necessarily
in the physical realm but rather,
in the spiritual sense.

The only way I can ensure that
is to follow one of my favor-
ite verses, 1 Thessalonians 5:14,
which says, “And we urge you,
brothers, warn those who are
idle, encourage the timid, help
the weak, be patient with ev-
eryone.”  This is my prayer.

A we-HdE2®

Prayer: My Jesus, Son of God: | pray for courage to follow you and your Gospel as
word of life so that | would recognize you in all the faces | see every day.
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Mother Teresa' s Poem

When Mother Teresa, the saint of Calcutta’ s poor, died a few years ago,
a poem in her handwriting was found beside her bed. Whether she ac-

tually composed the poem remains a mystery, but the poem has come to
represent an appropriate illustration of the human condition.

People are often unreasonable,
illogical and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may
accuse you of selfish, ulterior
motives.

Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will
win some false friends and
some true enemies.

Succeed anyway.

If you are honest, frank, people
may cheat on you.

Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building,
someone may destroy overnight,
Build anyway.

If you find serenity and hap-
piness, some people may be
jealous of you.

Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, people
will often forget tomorrow.
Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you
have, and it may be never
enough.

Give the world the best you
have anyway.

You see, in the final analysis, it
is between you and God.

It was never between you and
them anyway.

Mother Teresa
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Hardened Heart

“--and they were utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves,
but their hearts were hardened.” (Mark 6:51-52)

It is hard to imagine how one
could not believe in Christ even
after witnessing such miracles.
Growing up, I asked this ques-
tion many times. The reality in
the Bible is that clearly, many
did NOT believe -instead their
hearts were hardened.

Along many mission fields, I
have personally witnessed su-
pernatural miracles.  Perhaps
more importantly, I have wit-
nessed those who witnessed the
miracles. I used to believe that
when someone’s sickness was
miraculously healed, he would
fall to his knees and come to
confess Christ as his Lord. But
things didn’t happen that way
on the missions fields. Most did
not believe that God had made
a miracle occur.

It is not much different in de-
veloped countries. Most people,
including Christians, shrug the
notion that such miracles oc-
cur, not accounting for the fact
that their own limited experi-

ences could limited their judg-
ment. In many cases, the big-
gest factor behind their disbelief
is their attempts to rationalize
what they saw. We are so good
at that. Time after time, we
overestimate our rationality and
reasoning skills. Only when we
kneel down and confess that
our minds cannot fathom God’s
grace, can we truly experience
God’s love. So in the dusty
mission fields, 1 realize that a
miracle even greater than phys-
ical healing is the miracle of
the Holy Spirit enabling one’s
heart to accept Christ. That is
the biggest miracle of all.

Ao we 92

Prayer: Father, please help us get past our own human limitations and not allow our
hearts to be hardened, that we may see the miracles that you place at our feet
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Quiet Time Reflection

" For they said to you, ‘In the last time there will be scoffers, indulging their own
ungodly lusts.” It is these worldly people, devoid of the Spirit, who are causing
divisions. But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in
the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of

our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.”

We are not made to be perfect.
However, we have the power to
decide how we will live our lives.
One path leads to worldly goods as
well as temptations and the risk of
falling short from the grace of God.
The other path leads to Heaven and
eternal life. Of course we always
want to say and believe that we
would follow the path to God and
Heaven, but it’s easier said than
done. How do we know we are
headed in the right direction? What
are the steps we need to get there?
What results will we see if we get
to the end? How will I be able to
help others?

The Bible tells us to be wary of
people who only care about the
riches of the world. The problem is
that we live in a world that teaches
us that being rich is our way to
heaven. It is inevitable that one
of these days, we will fall into this
trap. We have to pray that God
will enter our hearts and lead us
down the rightful path.

Sometimes, I fear that if God were
to come into my heart, my iden-
tity would completely change. 1

(Jude 1:18-21)

fear having to go to the extreme
to serve God. But, I have learned
that God is fair and that He would
never purposely lead us to harm.
He places temptations in our way
but never so much to overload us.
No one knows us better than God
and He is always there for us every
step of the way. The Bible says
that God will bring the Holy Spirit
upon us - that alone will bring us
closer to God. As we get closer to
God’ s love, we develop a deep bond
with God and through His grace, we
gain eternal life.

After gaining this knowledge, 1
know that it is my responsibility to
spread the word of God so that ev-
eryone else can be exposed to the
great secrets that God has for us.
In this way, I will gain salvation and
eternal life.

Jin Ahn (Youth Group)

Prayer: God; please lead me down the righteous path and help me every
step of the way.
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Soccer, Sohnahghi, and

Umbrellas

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant..”

(1 Corinthians 13:4)

“Oh, no! There aren’t any
sandwiches for the athletes!”
The onlookers had eaten most
of the food at the soccer game
on that hot, humid summer’s
day. The friends and family of
the KCB soccer team had gath-
eredon the green by the field
in a park in Brookline, Mas-
sachusetts.

Hungry, while the crowd enjoyed
lunch around a picnic table,
the athletes called recess and
headed toward them. Quickly,
my friends and I drove to the
nearby Shaw’s.

When we reached the field with
more food, cool drops of rain
began to fall.

“Quickly! Come on! Let’s
make sandwiches for the play-
ers!”

In the rain that had become
Sohnahghi, the women gathered
around the picnic table forming

an assembly line to make turkey
and ham sandwiches to go.

“When did the rain stop?” I
looked up. Oh, my! The can-
opy of umbrellas!
Where did they come from?
Then I noticed the men, in the
rain, standing behind the wom-
en, holding up the umbrellas,
getting soaked in the Sohnah-
ghi.

On that hot humid Sunday af-
ternoon, we women of KCB be-
came princesses guarded by the
men of KCB who were cooler
than Gene Kelly and Braver
than the knights of King Ar-
thur.

ol&g¥ A} (Hae Won Lee)

Prayer: Thank you for your love pouring down on us from heaven.

7|E: HAE L 3lof HR3EI0l MUWSE 2I5to] 7|=ghct.
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‘55| Lot EANISIH dFSPIE" (FII=2 19: 6)

Zaccheus was wee, little man.
And a wee, little man was he.
He climbed up in a sycamore
tree. For the Lord he wanted
to see--
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Little Giant

“Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has done this
through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins.” (Romans 3:24)

Losing someone we truly love is
an inevitable process of life and is
something that we have to learn to
cope with as a human being. But
when it comes to our own parents
and children or our loved ones, we
often find ourselves struck by inde-
scribable devastation and faced with
one of life’s most difficult questions:
Why, God?

I had lost my best friend about two
and a half years ago. And my best
friend happened to be my father. [
was so devastated by the loss to the
point that I felt paralyzed. It was
my ‘why’ questions which led to
an initial resentment toward God;
and yet ironically, it was my ‘why’
questions which also helped me find
Him.

Why was my father diagnosed with
one of the rarest brain cancer in
the world? He was a loving, kind,
gentle, and passionate human being
who served the Lord as an elder for
many years.

In the midst of my struggles, I came
across a scripture regarding the cru-
cifixion of Jesus one day. Of course,

as a Christian, 1 had learned about
this so many times before. However,
for some miraculous reason, I had
truly contemplated on His sacrifice
at that moment. [ raised two im-
portant questions for myself:  First,
could I have allowed my own child to
be sacrificed to save my neighbors?
Second, could I have obeyed to shed
my own blood to save my neighbors?
The answers were No and No.

Our Lord was crucified and hung
between two convicted thieves at
Golgotha; he was mocked, crowned
with thorns, beaten, and spat on by
Roman soldiers in order to atone for
our sins and for our salvation.

Satan frequently challenges our mo-
tives for serving God. And often we
tend to blame our shortcomings on
God. Time is difficult today. It is
so easy to give up and to get stuck
in our lives. But we must not forget
that each of us has a ‘little giant’
inside our hearts who died for us
simply asking us to share His love
and kindness with our neighbors until
we finish our own journeys in this
beautiful world.

T4 A}

Prayer: Lord, help us realize that radical changes in our lives are
only one prayer away and all things are possible with You. Amen.
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