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‘No man knows how bad he is till he has tried very hard to be good. A silly
idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is
an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is.
After all, you find out the strength of the German army by fighting it, not by
giving in. A man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not
know what it would have been like an hour later.

That is why bad people, in one sense, know very little about badness. They
have lived a sheltered life by always giving in. We never find out the strength
of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it. (Excerpt from “Mere
Christianity” by C.S. Lewis)
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God’ s Ward

"But strive first for the kingdom of God* and his* righteous-
ness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
(Matthew 6:25-34)

We unfortunately do not have the knowledge or the capacity to see the
fourth dimension. But we do see the third dimension, and there is a lot more
ways to see that you can ever imagine: upwards and downwards and inwards
and outwards and onwards and backwards and left and right and... the list
continues. So after all, we' re not really “stuck,” we have a lot of room to
move around in. Some argue infinite room to move around in. That’ s not
true: you can only go to some places if you follow certain rules.

And that’ s the exact definition of freedom: doing what ever you want
as long as you' re bounded by certain, life—saving rules. These rules can
always be found in the Bible. Whether it be love (1 Corinthians 13:4—7), or
wrongdoings (Galatians 6:1-6), God’ s Words continuously provides to us

“Godwards.”

And where is Godwards? We can' t see it as we can' t see the fourth
dimension. But we can get hints towards it: the closest “ward” to “God—
wards” is backwards. Sure, we can look around, appreciate the magnificent
structures of trees and the awe—inspiring night sky, and find God in those
ways, but in the moment of hardship and adversity, we all end up with tunnel
vision; it’ s inevitable. The only way to continuously remember where God
is, is to constantly look back (Proverbs 27:19). Hindsight may be the greatest
sight God has given to us, because everyone has it, and with practice, we can
all see God more clearly than in the present.

“Ward” has one last meaning, and it’ s the most important meaning. In the
case of upwards and downwards, etc., ‘ward” means ‘way.” God s way
with things are hard to see for us little humans. But it is there. Answer this
question: have you ever written and essay, and felt as if the essay was al—
ready written, and you' re just transcribing it? For many, it’ s not an uncom—
mon experience. That might be because those words were already planned,
and the only thing we really do is choose how to say it.

That might as well be the case for our lives too, as in, we already have
our life course planned out, but we can choose what adjectives or adverbs
or transformative language we use to tell our story of our life. It’ s free will,
in the exact definition of freedom. And this plan, whatever it is, is bound to
get us somewhere good. God good. We need only to trust in Him, the perfect
creator (1 Corinthians 2:9—-10). But predestination or not, we can all faithfully
agree to this: our God is real, He has His own way of doing things, He wants
to draw us closer to Him, and He is all around us. |

Sung MindAhn (F15%)

71%: Lord, your way is good, and always good. Amen.
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Psalm 73 reflection

"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21)

Define the good and glorious life. The life you' ve always wanted.

<Do it here.>
Is your definition filled with pleasure, treasure, and rest?
Good— It should be. Otherwise, you' d be weird.
Look, we all want pleasure, we all want treasure, and we all want rest. But
what kind of pleasure are we seeking? What is treasure anyway? What is real
and meaningful rest?
Because we’ ve all experienced laziness. We' ve all experienced days where
all we do is sleep and while it may be AWESOME here and there when we
get a day to do nothing, generally--- if you have too many days like that in a
row, you get bored.

Admit it.
There must be something better than just-* not working all the time. Plea—
sures are generally temporary and fleeting. And treasures are gone once you
spend them.
The Psalmist here, is trying to point us to a better definition, a DEEPER
definition of pleasure, treasure, and rest. He claims that God Himself is the
deeper definition of pleasure, treasure, and rest compared to the world’ s
offerings.

In Matthew 6:19—-21, Jesus lists out two different treasures. What are they?
What' s the difference between the two types of treasures that Jesus is talk—
ing about here?

“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.
We are half—hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambi—
tion when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go
on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by
the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” (from C.S.
Lewis s The Weight of Glory)

What do you think Mr. Lewis is saying here?
Psalm 73 says “Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on
earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

Pleasure, treasure, and rest.
Redefine pleasure, treasure, and rest here in light of Scripture. o
Daniel Kim JDSQ
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