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“| tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:14)
' \

As a young Christian during my youth group years, group of friends and I would get together at the start of lent and
ask, “What are you going to give up for the next forty days?” The most popular answer amongst us was everyone devot-
ing to sacrifice watching television. Some even went the extreme of giving up eating meat for forty days.

For many people, lent is a forty day period prior to Easter where they commemorate Jesus’ fasting in the wilderness
by “giving up something” Today, because we focus so much on what to “give up” for this period, we miss the main point
what the purpose of it is.

In the passage of Luke 18:9-14, Jesus tells the story about two opposite people who prayed — the Pharisee and the
tax collector. During Jesus’ society, Pharisees were known as people who were good citizens, kept the laws, and lived a
moral and upright life. On the other hand, tax collectors were known as people who swindled and intimidated others out
of their money. We see that neither the Pharisee nor the tax collector deserved God’s forgiveness. The Pharisee didn’t
because he was conceited and self-righteous — thought he was better than everybody else, thought he was perfect. The
tax collector didn’t deserve God’s forgiveness because of the terrible life he had led. Neither one deserved to be forgiven
by God but God forgives people purely out of his mercy. As a result of his undeserved love, God forgives people because
Jesus Christ has taken away the sins of the world.

It is because of that sacrifice Jesus made on the cross — cleansing the world of all of its sin, he offers forgiveness to all.
In this story, God offered forgiveness to both the Pharisee and the tax collector but only the tax collector received God’s

Lord, bring revival to our hearts. Let it begin in me.
May | seek You and serve You with love and humility. Amen.

U

forgiveness. Why? Because, in God’s mercy, He forgives those who humble themselves before Him. Those who stand
before God and recognize their sin, recognize their need for God’s help receive God’s forgiveness. Not because they’re
earning it by groveling, but because God shows undeserved love to all who are humble and repentant for their sins. Jesus
speaks to us through his Word, and he tells us that Lent is a time of self-denial, a time to give up something. But Jesus
isn’t concerned with us not watching television or not eating meat for a forty day period, but he is concerned with what’s
going on in our hearts. Lent is that man who stood in the back of the temple, and looked down at the ground, and prayed
to God, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner” It is a time for us to be like that man, to give up our sinful habits, our sinful
attitudes, to stand before God and to ask him to forgive us, to wash our sins away, and to empower us to turn away from
our sinful past and to live new lives that are dedicated to God.

It’s all about attitude. It’s an attitude of honesty and humility, as we confess our sins to God. It is also an attitude of
relief and joy, knowing that our sins have been forgiven, that our Lord slate has been wiped clean as we seek to serve our
God with our lives.

These next seven weeks is a time for you to look deep into your heart, to think about your life and how you've been
living it. What sin are you going to give up for Lent, and for the rest of your life? Jesus will forgive that sin, wash that sin
away at the cross. And Jesus promises to empower you to live a new life that glorifies you.

May we pray with an attitude of humility and a repentant heart before the Lord as we move into a time of remembering
what Christ has done for us all. God Bless.

(John Chung—Youth Group Director )
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On the first night of 2009, each of my family members made a resolution. My resolution is to become a better
Christian by praying more, and trying to follow the right path to Jesus Christ. My second resolution is to not show
my anger in ways like, crying or big lip, (han-da-bal.) Han-da-bal is when my lip sticks out one inch, don't tell any-
one.

But as February began, the promise to the resolution began to fade. I began to forget to pray before I sleep, and I

started my habit of showing han-da-bal again. Like a few days ago, at dinner my mom and I had a fight on food. I

didn’t want to eat, but my mom said, “*2] ™ ©]!!!” My dad was even on my mom’s side saying, “-%l°}, dvpz
S©°]°FA]---” I made a big han-da-bal that day.

I don’t know how Jesus kept his promise in sacrificing his life not for himself, but for us. I see myself easily getting
mad and failing again, and again. And I wonder, how did Jesus keep his huge promise? My promise is so tiny com-
pared to his. I want to thank Jesus for dieing on the cross for me. I mean like, think about leaving everything you
own, everyone you love, for someone you might not even know.

I don’t think I would have the courage, the faith and the love for everyone like Jesus has. I felt from these past days
that Jesus Christ gave so mush for us. Everyday we have so much to thank God and Jesus for. Our friends, who gives
us company, our families, growing to be healthy and pure.
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Dear God, Please help me accomplish my goal on anger, and help me become a better and stronger Christian. Thank
you for letting me know about your sacrifice and your love. Amen.
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il Lenten Devotional

ake you understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD"  (Deuteronomy 8:3)

As I walk through the rain,

bucketfuls of water pouring down

on my huge umbrella that

you reminded me to carry in the morning,
I sing to you, Oh LORD!

As I walk past the neighborhood golf course

I hear the song rustling through the trees

the wind like the bow, running through the leaves, on
the tree tops, making music, a symphony.

In the fragrance of wild chrysanthemums,
bunches of little white petals washed in purple,
swaying in the wind, discreetly

singing, “Look at me, God’s handiwork!”

I see you, God.
I hear you, Oh, LORD!
You are always there, walking beside me.

Oh, Lord, My God! Never leave me, please. In Jesus' name.

-34-

y g‘.‘He humbled you by lefting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to

On the white tips of the wings of your angels
carrying my mother and me
in the deep of the night

In the triad of angels
surrounding me left and right,
and above me

I feel your presence.

You are always here

with me even when I hide

in the attractions of the world.

So, I feel your presence and my soul always knows
that you love me and Irest in you, my God, my Father
in Heaven.

(e84

Amen. ﬁ
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