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Esther Kim

I have been going to church my
whole life. I was baptized when
I was only a few months old at
the Korean Church of Boston in
Brookline, and so were my sib—
lings and cousins. I was born into
a Christian family. My grandparents from both side,
my aunts, uncles and cousins are all Christian. I
never missed a Sunday service unless I was sick.
Even when on vacation, my family would take time
on Sunday to read the Bible in our hotel room. For
me, church was fun because I got to see my friends
sing and praise, and do fun activities in bible study
class. It wasn’ t until youth group when I first truly
met God. The youth group retreats were more
meaningful and eye opening than anything I had ever
experienced at church.
However, the feelings and emotions I got at the
retreats faded away when I adjusted back into my
normal routines and going to church was still more
for social development rather than spiritual growth.
But then I stopped going for a while because of
deteriorating friendships (at church). I felt guilty that
friends were the reason why I went in the first place
and also the reason why I stopped going. I fell into a
selfish hole and routine; I would make up excuses or
“sleep—in” when my family would be getting ready
for church. There were times where my parents and
[ would yell at each other. They didn’ t understand
why [ didn’ t want to go, and soon after, I didn” t
understand myself. I realized that going to church
wasn’ t to make or be with friends, it was to learn
more about God in order to grow spiritually and to
live a better life. I started going back to church every
Sunday, but I went to the adult services in order to
avoid certain people from the youth group. Later on,
I rejoined the youth group after putting everything
that had happened behind me.

Last summer I went on the Nicaragua Mission Trip.
My expectations were completely different from
what I had experienced. I was expecting the trip to
be a lot like the youth group retreats I had gone to
in the past. Even though it didn’ t turn out that way,

my eyes were opened to new realizations. Instead
of really focusing on myself and spiritually growing
from within, I focused on trying to teach the native
people about what I know what God has done for
me. It was inspiring to see how engaged and eager
people of all ages were willing to learn what we had
prepared to teach them. People walked miles and
miles just to hear us teach and sing praises. The
people that came ranged from grandparents to little
children. It really hit me that I should be thank—

ful for everything I have in my life such as all of
the opportunities that are handed to me on a daily
basis. Even though many of the people that I met

in Nicaragua did not have simple, essential things,
they were happy because they had Jesus in their
lives. During one arts and crafts activities, we were
running out of time and asked if the kids could bring
the coloring sheets home with them to color. All of
them answered and said they didn’ t have crayons
or markers at home. This made me feel horrible be—
cause we live in a culture where we take everything
for granted. It also stuck in my mind for a while.

[ started questioning myself and asked: Had I been
taking God for granted? I found a passage in the
Bible that talks about taking God for granted. When
such a person hears the words of this oath, he in—
vokes a blessing on himself and therefore thinks, ‘I
will be safe, even though I persist in going my own
way.” This will bring disaster on the watered land
as well as the dry. The LORD will never be willing
to forgive him; his wrath and zeal will burn against
that man. All the curses written in this book will fall
upon him, and the LORD will blot out his name from
under heaven. The LORD will single him out from all
the tribes of Israel for disaster, according to all the
curses of the covenant written in this Book of the
Law. This passage talks about how Moses knew how
people took God for granted by claiming allegiance
to him, yet did as they pleased. He provided warning
that people who did this would live a horrible life.

I should be honored to know God and should feel
blessed to have had him in my life since childhood.
Being confirmed is only the next step in showing and
sharing to everyone, including God, how my faith has
strengthened and grown.
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23] theme< “l Choose Jesus -Being

Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ” Y
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TEZE dE& o544 egues &3 U&7 Al

ES BRI 55 oWl FARE WH UL oA
of Folsto] WAl &5 B LALS wAS By o5 W] SBMFE HSY LTk B S2a4AA
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2 2t Al AT
2. oJ54 78w (Vacation Bible School) 7} 62

KOREAN CHURCH OF BOSTON SUNFLOWER CHILDREN’S GROUP

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010

BEING ROOTED IN

JESUS

THE GOSPEL OF

CHRIST

SAVE THE DATE!!

THIS YEAR'S VBS —“Being Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ” -
WILL BE HELD ON

TUESDAY, JUNE 22 to FRIDAY, JUNE 25, 2010 (5:00 PM TO 8:00 PM)

We look forward to seeing you then!
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